
As an industrial facility, you are responsible for all pollutants that leave your property and play a big role in keeping 
our waterways clean. Follow these tips to prevent spills at your facility and reduce stormwater pollution.

DO Don’t

•	 Inspect facilities yearly and perform maintenance 
activities as needed. 

•	 Ensure floor drains and other drains are properly 
connected to sanitary sewer systems.

•	 Keep up-to-date maintenance and inspection records 
on-site.

•	 Train employees to respond to spills.
•	 Keep spill response kits in accessible locations 

throughout the facility, especially near areas where 
spills may occur.

•	 Consider purchasing drain cover seals to isolate areas 
to prevent spilled materials from entering the drainage 
system and local waterways.

•	 Don’t leave chemicals and hazardous materials in open 
or loosely sealed containers. Store them in closed and 
labeled containers.

•	 Don’t store chemicals and hazardous materials outside. 
Containers should be kept inside secure buildings and 
on impervious surfaces.

•	 Don’t forget to wear appropriate protective equipment, 
such as gloves, goggles, and hazmat boots, when 
cleaning up a spill.

•	 Don’t allow spills to enter storm drain systems. Report 
& monitor any spills to storm sewer or waterways to 
appropriate state and local authorities.

Rain that falls on and around your site can pick up trash, dirt, and chemical residue as it drains away. Much of this 
water, or stormwater, flows into storm drains before discharging directly into our lakes, rivers, and streams. It’s 
one of the top causes of water pollution in the country. By keeping pollution off the ground, you prevent it from 
entering and impacting our waterways.

Why is this necessary?
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STOP THE SPILLS
PREVENT POLLUTION

Business owners can do their part to keep Michigan’s waterways clean. 
Find more tips like these at www.MyWatersheds.org.


